GENERAL EDITOR'S PREFACE

In my preface to Volume XVII published last year, while regretting the
delay in the publication of the volumes in the Fort William India House
Correspondence Series, I assured that every effort would be made to bring
out the remaining volumes in quick succession. The publication of the
present volume in the year following the publication of the last is a tangible
proof of our earnestness in this direction. I hope that we shall be able to
maintain this progress in regard to the remaining volumes.

I take this opportunity of expressing my gratitude to the Commonwealth
Relations Office, London, the Government of West Bengal, the Trustees of
the Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta, and the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad
for allowing us to publish certain portraits and paintings in their possession;
to the Editor, Bengal: Past and Present, Calcutta, for permitting us to use
Plaisted's "Map of the Kingdom of Bengal'and part of the Provinces of
Orixa and Bahar", published in the Journal) in 1909; and to the Director
General of Archaeology, Government of India, and his staff for furnishing
us with photographic copies of the portraits and paintings included in this
volume. I am also thankful to those members of the staff of this Department
who have helped me in preparing the volume and in seeing it through the
press, and to Sree Saraswaty Press Ltd., Calcutta, for their co-operation and
good workmanship.
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